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We’re the charity who look after and bring to life 2,000 miles of waterways, because we believe that life is 
better by water.

Our research shows that spending time by water, whether it be your lunchbreak, daily commute or just a 
weekend stroll, really does make us feel happier and healthier.

With ever increasing rates of obesity, stress and declining mental health in the UK, we are uniquely 
placed to make a significant contribution to improving the wellbeing of millions of people. Our canals 
and rivers run through some of the most heavily populated communities in England and Wales, providing 
accessible green and blue space where it’s needed the most.

That’s why we’re working with volunteers and communities across England and Wales to transform canals 
and rivers into spaces where local people want to spend time and feel better. We know this will bring 
wellbeing opportunities to millions.

Our work involves not only looking after our waterways, but promoting them widely to the eight million 
plus people who have waterways on their doorstep so that many more people benefit from our free, 
accessible and local source of wellbeing.

Please visit our website where you can learn more about walks, activities and more in your local area and 
find out how we are making life better by water: canalrivertrust.org.uk

The Trust has an overarching vision for living waterways to transform places and enrich lives. We want 
more people to use our waterways and be involved in caring for them. To achieve this we need to raise 
awareness of the canals and challenge people’s perceptions about their local waterway.

The Leeds & Liverpool Canal offers great opportunities for local residents as a community and leisure 
resource, as well as acting as a strategic link between but it currently does not fulfil its potential. We have 
identified some of the reasons for this, outlined later in this report. However, we feel that the canal offers 
an important resource with huge benefits for the surrounding local communities and we want to work 
with communities and partners to understand and overcome the challenges faced. 

Why we have developed a Vision for the 
Leeds & Liverpool Canal in Sefton
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97.9%

66.5%61.1%

44.8% of the 
population live within 
1km of the canal

9.3% of these people 
are unemployed

97.9% of the population 
within 1km is white

Levels of deprivation 
within 1km of the canal 
are 66.5%, which is higher 
than the Local Authority 
as a whole (61.1%)

23.6% living within 1km 
of the canal suffer from 
long term health issues

Local facts and figures:

273,790 people live in Sefton

122,609 of these people live within 1km of the canal

For comparison national averages are: 
• 14.6% of the population live within 1km of a Trust waterway
• 6.3% of the national population are unemployed
• 57.7% is the national deprivation score
• 17.9% of the national population have long term health issues

In the majority of cases the scores for Sefton exceed the national average. However, we know that the 
canal has great potential to address concerns related to:
• Health - We have a car-free access route on people’s doorsteps and are working with organistations 

such as Care Merseyside to promote the canal as a regular walking route for wellbeing walks and 
social prescribing. 

• Wellbeing - research shows that being by water improves people’s sense of wellbeing and we want 
to promote this to more people. There are 122,609 people living within 1km of Sefton’s canal and we 
would love more of them to benefit from their local wateway. 

• Employment/skills building - we offer varied opportunities for volunteering, helping people to build 
skills and develop qualifications, as well as giving back to their local community by improving their 
local canal environment. The Desmond Family Canoe Trail, based on the canal in Bootle, provides a 
variety of new and exciting ways for 16 - 25 years olds to connect with their local waterways. A range 
of social action projects, bespoke programmes and active engagement helps us get young people 
out on the water enjoying canoeing, kayaking and paddleboarding.
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Key Area Insights
In 2016 reseach was conducted on behalf of the Trust with residents of areas close to the canal in Sefton. 
The study aimed:
• To understand whether local residents share the same attitudes towards canals/waterways as do the 

people who use them
• To explore usage of canals/waterways amongst residents
• To act as a benchmark against towpath user survey data
• To input into the measurement of progress against key indicators

Key insights were gathered, which are summarised below:

• The majority of visitors to the Sefton canal reported that it was a good place to relax/de-stress, with 
a third visiting for health/fitness reasons.

• The safety security of the path was highlighted as an area of concern for non/infrequent users and 
as one of the areas for improvement amongst 1 in 5 canal users

• The canal was recognised far more as having a role in preserving the area’s history/heritage and 
contributing to the local culture by visitors compared to non-visitors. Visitors were more than twice 
as likely as non-visitors to recognise the benefits of the canal in bringing people together.

• Compared to the Local Authority as a whole, Sefton had a much higher level of unemployment, 
with more than half of the residents not working. The higher levels of those not working was likely to 
reflect, in part, the older age profile.

• Residents of Sefton reported being happier and having lower anxiety levels than the England 
average.    

• Although most were aware of the canal, less than half of Sefton residents felt it was important to 
them personally and almost two fifths had not visited the canal in the last year.

• Compared to the all canals average, twice as many canal users in Sefton visited the canal to engage 
in wildlife watching activities. 
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Our Vision:
The canal is a fantastic resource for local communities but currently it is underutilised and in places it is 
used in ways that are causing negative impacts for many people.  Our Vision for the Leeds & Liverpool 
Canal in Sefton sets out how we would like to see the canal bought to a wider audience, become 
more connected to the surrounding communities and used in more varied ways.  We believe that by 
encouraging people to use the canal that is on their doorstep we can help to improve quality of life, 
benefit health and wellbeing and reconnect people to their local historic environment.  

We have identified 11 key areas for us to work in partnership with others in order to bring about positive 
changes to benefit the local communities that live and work along the canal corridor. Interventions in 
these areas will be focussed on the four key themes, outlined subsequently. Additionally, a series of ‘big 
ideas’ have been highlighted for future thought and discussion.

Key Areas Overview:
1. Aintree Racecourse - seeking enhanced boundary treatements and pursuing connections and 

partnerships with the racecourse.

2. Blue Anchor Pub - creating connections between the local community and the canal.

3. Swift to Cooksons Bridges, 4a to 5a - case study area for adoptions.

4. Rimrose Country Park and proposed highway scheme - potential to influence a more positive 
outcome with enhanced access to the canal.

5. Litherland - mooring and boating facility enhancements for an improved visitor experience, as well as 
a new canal activity node.

6. Gas works - a regeneration area where we have the potential to influence the outcome.

7. Bootle Strand - opportunity to create a new offside mooring stop, benefiting from the proximity of 
the high street. Potential for community engagement and gateway to the canal enhancements.

8. Lock & Quay access point 
      a - Canal gateway  
      b - Promoting the canal as a link to Liverpool 

9. Eldonian - historic terminus of the canal now the starting point of DFCT, with potential for facilities/
activity hub to be located here.

10. Stanley Lock Flight - promoting the connection to Liverpool via the canal.

11. Liverpool Waters - looking at ways to tie in with the existing heritage trails, the heritage tourism 
potential and sustainable routes and links to Liverpool City Centre.



Canal & River Trust: Our Vision for the Leeds & Liverpool Canal in Sefton - DRAFT

M57

M58

A5758

A580

Queens Drive

A
59

Dunnings B
rid

ge Rd

A
565

A5058

A5036

A
59

Pr
op

os
ed

 p
or

t a
cc

es
s 

by
pa

ss

1

2

3

4

7

8

9

6

5

Key Areas:

1. Aintree Racecourse - seeking enhanced boundary treatements and 
pursuing connections/parternships with the racecourse

2. Blue Anchor Pub - creating connections

3. Cooksons Bridge 4a to 5a - case study area for adoptions?

4. Rimrose Country Park and proposed highway scheme - potential to 
influence a more positive outcome with enhanced access to the canal

5. Litherland - mooring and boating facility enhancements for an 
improved visitor experience

6. Gas works area - regeneration and potential to influence

7.  Bootle Strand - offside mooring opportunity and community 
engagement

8. Promoting the canal as a link to Liverpool (commuter route/ safe 
route/leisure route)

9. Eldonian - starting point of DFCT, potential for facilities hub

10. Stanley Lock Flight

11. Liverpool Waters
 

Key Themes:

A. Challenging and changing perceptions:
 - Beauty on the doorstep - tackling litter and graffiti (on towpath  
    and in the water) 
 - Access improvements
 - Increasing activity on both the topwath and the water

B. Building on community engagement activities

C. Making connections with new Partners eg Sovini/Mersey Healthcare 

D. Boundary treatments -  improving residential, commercial and 
industrial boundaries to the canal. How to tackle those that are not in 
Trust ownership

Big ideas:

i.  Dredging and reeds
ii.  Swing bridges
iii.  Proposed stadium - what role can the canal play?
iv.  Provide and activity centre by the canal
v.  Marketing the canal and our offer to local communities
vi.  Mapping what is already happening and identifying the gaps

1 mile
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Key Themes Overview:
Interventions along the canal corridor will be focussed on the four key themes as outlined below. These 
key themes build on the Trust’s strategy of being a waterways and wellbeing charity, seeking to make life 
better by water for those poeple who live or work in the local community:

• Challenging and changing perceptions:
 a. Beauty on the doorstep - tackling litter and graffiti 
 b. Access improvements
 c. Increasing activity on both the topwath and the water

• Building on community engagement activities.

• Making connections with new partners and groups e.g. Sovini, Mersey Care.

• Boundary treatments - improving residential, commercial and industrial boundaries to the canal to 
enahnce the canal corridor. With consideration given to how we tackle those that are not in Trust 
ownership.

a. Beauty on the doorstep

Litter, graffiti and fly-tipping, both on the towpath and in the water, all degrade the canal environment and 
from our research we know that these are key reasons that contribute to the canals being thought of as 
unsafe/undesirable places to go and put people off from using them.

The Trust takes these matters seriously but it is a constant challenge to keep the canal in a tidy state. 
Volunteer groups (either local community groups or corporate task days) are a fantastic resource for the 
Trust and are often willing to work with us to tackle these issues, as demonstrated by work that is already 
happening in Sefton with the local task force.  

Changing perceptions:
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b. Access Improvements

Good access points to and from the canal are critical if greater use of the canal is desired. These need to 
be well signed and inviting, encouraging local communities to use the resource that is on their doorstep. 
This could be a simple signage scheme, highlighting access to the canal or a more comprehensive 
project linking access information of many forms of public transport and sustainable routes in a wider 
area.

Along this section of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal there are some stretches with very limited access 
points and opportunities to improve this should be taken wherever possible. Any new developments 
along the canal should seek to provide well designed access points, creating wider connections to the 
local area. The canal should be seen as a local asset, where neighbouring land uses embrace and benefit 
from their waterside location. 

Existing access points along the study area would benefit from improvements as currently they do not 
always . These improvements could include signage, maintenance and lighting with detailed proposals 
depending on their exact location and circumstances.

c. Increasing Activity
Wellbeing by water - We believe that life is 
better by water. Whether it’s walking the dog, 
cycling to work or just looking for a place to 
relax, doing it next to our waterways will make 
you healthier and happier. 

The canal offers an opportunity to improve 
people’s sense of wellbeing, providing a space 
where people can get away from the noise, 
pressure and pollution of every day life. 

We want to see more people taking 
advantage of the many different activities 
and opportunities that the canal offers on a 
daily basis. Boating, walking, canoeing, angling 
and cycling are all great ways of enjoying 
our waterways. The traffic free nature of the 
towpath and canal allows people to get closer 
to nature, escape pollution and relax their minds 
whilst experiencing our waterways from a 
totally new perspective.
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Community Engagement
We are fortunate to have active volunteer groups in the Sefton area undertaking a variety of work that 
enhances the condition of the canal corridor as well as engaging with a new audience of canal users. 
Activities include litter picks, canal clean ups and vegetation clearance. What we would like to do is 
widen this offer and engage and enthuse more of the local community to work with us to improve their 
local canal corridor. One area we are looking into is linking to people who cannot physically engage in 
our volunteer work but who can provide a welcome resource in terms of pulling information tgether for 
activites such as guided walks.

The Desmond Family Canoe Trail also operates within the study area offering a range of social action 
projects, bespoke programmes and active engagement that helps get young people out on the water 
enjoying canoeing, kayaking and paddleboarding.  This is the longest canoe trail of its kind in the UK and 
spans over 160 miles from Liverpool to Goole. Its ambition is to provide a variety of new and exciting 
ways for 16 - 25 years olds to connect with their local waterways. In turn they can protect and continue 
to care for them. 
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Making Connections
An important consideration for the Trust is that we cannot work in isolation. Our canals travel through 
numerous communities and administrative areas and we have limited resources to undertake works. 
Also our land ownership is relatively limited and we are not always in control of activities happening on 
our boundaries even if they have a big impact on the canal corridor. 

Working in partnership with local community groups, local businesses, planning authorities and health 
trusts to name a few, allows us to align our aspirations with others and work towards common goals. 
Some good examples of partnership working are starting to be established through Sefton already,   
such as: 

The Sovini Group 
A property management and development company, the Sovini Group continues to grow from strength 
to strength. The success of their commercial members provides investment in social housing and our 
local communities. The Sovini Group brings together like-minded organisations to work in partnership to 
the benefit of all stakeholders. We are keen to work in partnership with the Sovini Group to bring beauty 
to the doorstep of all their residents throughout Sefton. ADD numbers of their properties next to canal

Care Merseyside
Care Merseyside is an award winning social prescribing charity that offers non-clinical interventions for 
people in the local community. They help members of the local community feel less isolated and offer or 
refer to a range of activities in a non-medical environment to improve health and well-being. From walking 
groups to nutrition education, debt advice to the food club – Care Merseyside points people in the right 
direction.

Working in partnership with Care Merseyside, wellbeing walks are already well underway along our 
towpath in Sefton. This is something we would like to build on for the future with the Leeds & Liverpool 
Canal to become a regular walking route for social prescribing in Sefton.
 
SAFE Regeneration 
SAFE Regeneration is a community business working all over the world from its base beside the Leeds & 
Liverpool canal in Bootle. SAFE believes passionately that the good people of Bootle deserve quality and 
choice and are committed to working with community partners to continue to bring significant social, 
economic and environmental benefits to the neighborhood.

Working in partnership with the Trust, these organisations have the ability to help us transform places 
through Sefton and enrich the lives of everyone living and working in Sefton.  
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Boundary Treatments
Boundary treatments to the canal threshold have a direct impact as to how the canal is perceived.  
Industrial and unkempt boundaries give a poor impression and in some cases can discourage people 
from using the canal.  Long stretches of monotonous boundary fencing detracts from the potential 
beauty the canal has to offer. 

There are many ways to treat boundaries and innovative solutions can be used to mitigate the visual 
impacts of fencing whilst maintaining secure boundaries. A mixture of planting and fencing should be 
considered and long stretches of the same boundary treatment should be avoided where possible.

Examples of poor and enhanced boundary treatments:

Big ideas:
These ‘big ideas’ were all raised in discussions with the regional team. They are longer term projects that 
could require significant investment of time, resources and finance. As such these ideas are highlighted 
here for future thought and discussion:

• Dredging and reeds - seeking to reduce the negative impacts this has on boaters, currently these 
restrict the ability to moor up and explore the local area. Particularly on the stretch of canal from 
bridge x to x

• Swing bridges - these are locally sensitive issues and could be a reason why the canal is viewed 
negatively in some areas (due to the impact they have on stopping traffic, causing congestion etc)

• Proposed stadium - what role can the canal play as a sustainable transport route and how do we best 
promote the canal here?

• Provide an activity centre by the canal - this would act as a hub to encourage greater use of the 
canal and participation in sports activities by a wider range of people in the local community.

• Marketing the canal and our offer to local communities - what approaches should we considering 
here in order to maximise the useof the canal for a varierty of activities?

• Mapping all the fantastic activites that are already happening and identifying the gaps.
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Key Areas:
Area 1 - Aintree Racecourse 

Existing:

Vision:

Discussion:

This stretch of the canal is typified by ad-hoc boundary treatments. Overgrown vegetation leads to a 
narrowing of the towpath and long stretches of industrial style palisade fencing becomes monotonous 
and utilitarian. Whilst we understand the need for security, the impact that these boundaries have on the 
canal environment is considerable and needs to be assessed carefully when proposals are put forward.

We would like to work with adjacent landowners and communities to improve these boundaries and 
enhance the wider canal corridor. Visual permeability is welcomed in locations where views to the 
surrounding area are desirable and this helps to create a sense of openness. Where views are to be 
screened this can be achieved through a combination of fencing and appropriate planting, to soften and 
green the canal corridor, as well as creating habitats for wildlife.

The Racecourse boundary (approximately 1.5km) offers great potential to enhance the canal corridor and 
raise the profile of the Trust to a large audience.

Images:
Examples of boundary treatments that add visual 
interest as well as providing secure boundaries. 
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Area 2 - The Blue Anchor Pub

Existing:

Discussion:

We would like to work with adjacent landowners and communities to improve boundaries and enhance 
the wider canal corridor. Visual and physical permeability are welcomed in locations where views and 
access to the surrounding area are desirable and this helps to create a sense of openness and connect 
the canal to its surrounding communities. Where there is evidence of desire lines opportunities to 
improve access should be investigated. A lack of positive gateways to the towpath discourages use of 
the canal.

Where views are to be screened this can be achieved through a combination of appropriate fencing and 
native planting, to soften and green the canal corridor, as well as creating habitats for wildlife.

One location that could benefit from improved permeability is the Blue Anchor Pub. Creating a new 
access point here will benefit both canal users and customers of the pub. Providing a link between the 
towpath and pub and creating a waterside garden could help increase use of the canal corridor and 
improve passive surveillance of the canal.

Vision: Illustrative image of how the pub and canal could be linked through 
creation of a new access point and a waterside pub garden space. 
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Area 3 - Swift through Cooksons Bridges

Existing:

Vision:

Discussion:

The access points from Swift to Cooksons bridges link to local libraries, churches, schools, 
community acitivy and sport centres, traders, and a dense residential neighbourhood. It could 
provide a healthy walking route to local residents bringing children to school, the GP, or out for 
a stroll. However most of these entrances are not well-signposted and not accessible for people 
with difficulty walking pr with pushchairs, and are frequently grafitti-ed and litter strewn. 

By reaching out to the community and building on existing groups of volunteers, immediate 
improvements can be made to litter and graffitti. Engaging with groups such as the scouts 
or others to adopt lengths of towpath and build improvements such as seating, duck feeding 
stations, or canalside planters, can make the towpath feel more cared for and welcoming. The 
Trust could also install welcome signs and wayfinding both on the road adjacent and on the 
towpath, helping residents realise the ways the towpath can be integrated into their routine. 

Longer term, establishing links with local schools and integrating the canal into their curriculum 
can build lifelong support and care to the towpath. The potential to modify these access points 
to be DDA compliant should be studied, especially in conjunction with the local council, GPs, and 
community groups.

a. Cleanup by volunteers in Bootle.
b. Illustration of possible improvements at Swift Bridge

Images:

a b
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Area 4 - Rimrose Valley Country Park

Existing:

Discussion:

The Rimrose Valley Country Park is a large area of open space adjacent to the canal which offers 
a fantastic resource for local residents. It is bounded by the Leeds Liverpool canal to the east 
and the Southport to Liverpool railway line to the west.

Reclamation of the site started in 1993 with the aim of improving the area as both a recreational 
and educational resource for local people. The site now contains two Sites of Special Local 
Biological Interest (SLBI’s) and a Local Nature Reserve (LNR). The country park is a popular area 
of recreational land.

However, access points between the canal and park are not well signed and there is a lack of 
wayfinding information which means that use of the area is limited. Simple interventions such as 
new, durable signage along with ecologically sensitive gateway treatments could create a link 
between canal and park while improving canalside habitat. 

Plans for a major new highway link to run through the Country Park will have an indirect impact 
on the canal corridor and efforts are being made to minimise these through discussions 
between the Trust, the local authority and highways departments.
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Area 5 - Litherland
Existing:

Vision:

Discussion:
Mooring opportunities are limited in the wider study area. The Litherland site provides secure 
moorings, which are close to local shops and provides on site boating facilities. However, more 
could be done here to provide an improved offer including enhanced boating facilities, within 
a landscaped site with enhanced ecological value, alongside opportunities for community 
engagement, such as using the site as a loction for an  outdoor classroom and a space for local 
volunteers to meet.  All of these activities would help the site to feel more secure whilst also 
creating a node of increased activity along the canal, thereby reaching out to more people 
by raising the presence of the Trust, our staff and volunteers within the local community. The 
potential for this site to host an activity and wellbeing hub should be explored.

a, b. Illustrations of potential improvements at Literland 
moorings and boater facilities.

a

b

Images:
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a. Canalside residential development, Brentford.
b. Proposed canalside regeneration, Camden London.

Area 6 - Gas Works
Existing:

Discussion:
The Gas Works site is designated for redevelopment and the removal of the industrial buildings 
offers scope for an enhanced relationship of the site with the canal. The existing boundary 
wall, although providing some heritage value, could be remodelled in order to create enhanced 
links to the canal and connect a new community to the waterway and all it offers. When 
the opportunity arises the Trust will be in a strong position to comment on and guide any 
development proposals in this area based on our knowledge and understanding of both the local 
community and what works well in canalside developments, including examples from Brentford 
where we are working in partnership with the developers to deliver exciting new canalside 
developments. 

a b

Images:Vision:
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Discussion:
There is a great opportunity here to create another canal activity node by offering a new offside 
mooring location in an area of currently vacant land. This site benefits from the proximity of 
the high street and local shops and facilities, which should be mapped and highlighted from the 
canal towpath. There is potential for community engagement here through the promotion and 
growth of current volunteering groups who are undertaking fantastic work to improve the canal 
environment. 

Another project is to improve the physical gateway to the canal at this key location, as currently 
the route from street level to the towpath would benefit from improvements. We should also 
consider branding opportunities to raise the profile of both the Trust and the presence of the 
canal itself here as the potential reach to the local community is massive and links to local 
schools and colleges should be explored. 

Area 7 - Bootle Strand
Existing:

Vision: Illustrative image of a new short-term mooring at the Strand 
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Area 8a - Lock & Quay access point 
Existing:

Discussion:
SAFE Regeneration’s base at this access point, including their ownership of the Lock & Quay 
pub provide an amazing chance to partner with a vital local organisation. By fostering a longterm 
partnership with them, we can both expand our offer and reach. SAFE’s links with the community 
can help us build awareness and bring people to the canal, and even encourage a paddle on the 
Desmond Family Canoe Trail. In turn, we can share our knolwedge and capactiy in education and 
heritage to bolster SAFE’s planned canal heritage tours. As adjacent space comes forward for 
development, SAFE is a key stakeholder to engage. Working together, we can ensure that the 
needs of the community are represented and achieve the best possible outcome.  

Key elements that could make this section of canal more welcoming are improving boundary 
treatments and wayfinding, and signposting the volunteering and recreation opportunities on 
offer in the local area.

Vision: Illustrative image of access improvements and canoe storage and launch facilities.
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Discussion:

The canal offers a traffic free route within a large populated area linking the area to the centre 
of Liverpool. The towpath can act as both a commuter route to Liverpool for locals who work 
in the city as well as a leisure route for those wishing to explore Liverpool’s tourist attractions, 
shopping and cultural offer. 

From Litherland to Liverpool Docks is just 9km via the canal towpath and from Netherton 14km, 
and it can offer a very different route to the city centre than using the road network.
Linking to local transport plans is key and it would advantageous if there are opportunities for 
the Trust to comment on the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan or similar proposals 
to set out the potential of the towpath. We can also learn from projects undertaken elsewhere 
such as the Birmingham Cycle Revolution project, which is successfully encouraging more 
people to cycle in and around the city, making it a healthier, greener, safer and less congested 
city and benefiting people’s health and wellbeing. The canals in Birmingham are seen as a 
significant resource to make the ambitious plan come to fruition. 

Area 8b - Promoting the canal as a link to Liverpool 
Existing:

Vision:
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Existing:

Vision:

Discussion:

Eldonian is the original terminus of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal. It is now a the starting point of 
Desmond Family Canoe Trail. Our ambition is to provide a variety of new and exciting ways for 
16 - 25 years olds to connect with their local waterways. In turn they can protect and continue to 
care for them. As the starting point of the trail and a gateway into Liverpool, there is potential for 
a facilities/activity hub to be located here to serve those paddling the trail and visitors making 
their way through the Stanley Flight and on to the Docks.

a. An outing along the Desmond Family Canoe Trail.
b. Canoe and kayak rental pavilion, New York.

Images:

a b

Area 9 - EldonianArea 9 - Eldonian
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Area 9 - Eldonian

Vision:

Discussion:
The Stanley lock flight connects the canal to the Liverpool dock system and onwards to the 
Liverpool link.  The towpath offers a continuous route, a traffic free alternative to the busy road 
network. 

This system of four locks was completed in 1848, finally connecting the canal to Liverpool’s dock 
system for the first time since its opening in 1774. The locks were designed by Jesse Hartley, 
who also built Stanley Dock and Albert Dock.

Plans to reconnect the lock flight to the surrounding area include enhancing access and visual 
permeability by reducing the height of an existing boundary wall and proposed high quality new 
development.

Area 10 - Stanley Lock Flight
Existing:
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Discussion:
Liverpool Waters is an ambitious 30-year vision to comprehensively transform the city’s 
northern docks. Regenerating a 60-hectare stretch to create a world-class, high-quality, mixed-
use waterfront quarter in central Liverpool and bringing life back to the historic docklands. The 
area has a rich industrial heritage and is home to numerous historically important assets, a fact 
recoginsed by its UNESCO World Heritage designation in 2004. 

The Trust has an important role to play here in maintaining the requirements of our customers 
and visitors within the wider environment. Our canal network links into the docks and onwards 
via the Liverpool Link. The canal is a route into the historic, vibrant city and takes people to the 
very heart of the city.

Area 11 - Liverpool Waters
Existing:

Vision:
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Action Plan

In order to bring about the changes we wish to see in the study area the Trust needs to work in 
partnership with others, from our staff and volunteers, to local communities, local businesses, 
healthcare providers, schools and local authourity departments. As such we have compiled an 
action plan, capturing the individual actions along with relevant information including proposed 
timescale, the need for any external funding, teams and groups to be involved etc. 

This will provide us with a platform to enable discussions with others which will then lead to 
projects on the ground, bringing about positive change to the canal environment and engaging 
more people to benefit from their local canal.  

Detailed action plan to be added


